Atlas of Fixed Partial Prosthesis by
Charles C Thomas 1976 Twelve contributors have aided Dr Beaudreau in this addition to the American Lecture Series. The text is arranged in three sections, 'Before, During, and After', Twelve chapters copiously illustrated, cover 561 pages. Earlier chapters, 'Surveying Lost Arch Integrity', 'Preparing for the Prosthesis', and 'Designing the Prosthesis' show a marked Pennsylvanian influence. They contain valuable advice on preliminary orthodontic and periodontal therapy. 'Preparing the Abutments' spans 140 pages. Mainly devoted to partial coverage retainers, it is clearly illustrated, informative, and well written. A useful chapter 'Protecting the Abutments with a Provisional Prosthesis' shows operators how to avoid tooth movement and irrepairable damage that often occurs while the prosthesis is being constructed. Other sensible and practical matters covered include 'Seating and Cementing the Prosthesis' and 'Maintaining and Repairing the Prosthesis'. Throughout the text the importance of biological and technical considerations is stressed. With a dozen contributors there are remarkably few variations in literary style. The illustrations, however, are inconsistent in quality. As partial coverage is strongly favoured it is hardly surprising to find scant attention to bonded gold/porcelain techniques. On the other hand reverse pin facings and many technical problems are described in precise detail.
The binding and indexing are well executed. I have profited from reading this book. It will be of use to practitioners interested in bridgework. This book sets out to review the present state of steroid biochemistry with particular emphasis on the cellular control mechanisms. It is intended primarily for students of biochemistry or medicine and demands little specialized knowledge of the reader. The excellent first chapters on the molecular structure and regulation of steroid hormone secretion provide a firm basis for the understanding of the later sections on biosynthesis and the action of these hormones at cellular level. The lucid style makes for easy reading and there are some excellent diagrams of the metabolic pathways involved. The bibliography is extensive, and a useful innovation is the marking of reviews and books with an asterix to distinguish them from the original papers. Inevitably the authors have been unable to cover every aspect of this subject and there is very little about the clinical aspects of these compounds. It is likely to be of greater value to the biochemist than the student of medicine for this reason. £8.95 Lancaster: MTP 1976 This book is the product of several different writers representing many different viewpoints, e.g. epidemiology, psychology, pediatrics, child development and psychiatry. It looks at psychological problems as well as medical, dietary, ecological and physiological ones, and constitutes probably the best single volume (blessedly short) on the topic. The reader will find no easy solutions and no facile summaries; the book touches upon all the complexities and difficulties that arise in this field, and if the reader emerges somewhat confused, this is not the fault of the authors, but of the present state of knowledge. The writers clearly recognize some of the difficulties and some of the bad habits that have grown up in this field. For instance it is clearly not sufficient to compare the IQ of malnourished children with the mean IQ of the total population; such children are likely to come from families in which the low IQ is hereditary, and they could not be expected to have an average IQ even without the presence of malnutrition. The provision of proper control groups is one of the central psychological problems in this field. In the introduction, the editor makes the point that at least 100 million children in the world are suffering from malnutrition. The study of its effects is certainly an important one and this book makes a real contribution. This little looseleaf book contains case histories followed by multiple choice questions all concerned with diabetes. The case histories are short and usually simple. The problem is not in unravelling the diagnosis but in answering the questions which follow. They tend to range widely over the whole subject of diabetes, e.g. a straightforward case of diabetic pregnancy is used to describe the White classification. When multiple choice type questions are used the answers should be authoritative and acceptable, but here some are questionable whilst others rely on a quixotically-chosen reference as if the authors doubted their own experience and opinion.
It is difficult to see what advantages the present format has over a textbook or review of recent advances and in my opinion this book falls very heavily between all stools. The list of cases and index give no useful guide as to the book's content so that it cannot be used as a source of quick reference, yet numerous, oddly-chosen and often out-of-date references are included. The level is uneven, the text repetitive and inconsistent and the price high. D A PYKE Diabetic Department, King's College Hospital Common Facial Dermatoses by Ronald Marks MB BS BSC MRCP DTM pp xi +142 illustrated £8.50 Bristol: John Wright 1976 This is a useful book on a subject of considerable importance to dermatologists. Dr Ronald Marks is already well known for his work on rosacea, acne and perioral dermatitis and these subjects occupy three of the ten chapters and over a third of the 130 pages of text. All the old familiar theories are critically examined by Dr Marks and most of them finish in the dustbin. Overindulgence in tea, coffee and alcohol, for example, does not cause rosacea, while chocolates do not make acne worse nor pregnancy make it any better.
The remainder of the book deals with the anatomy and physiology of the skin, dermatitis, lupus erythematosus and dermatomyositis, infections, tumours, and various granulomata and ulcers. Each section is concise, sensible and easy to read with a generous supply of references at the end of each chapter.
Most of the subjects discussed in the text are well illustrated by thirty-two colour photographs and eighty-one black and white ones showing the clinical appearance and, in many cases, the histology as well. It is a pity that the book was not made a little larger to include disorders of hair growth such as hirsuties and alopecia areata and such common anomalies of pigmentation as chloasma and vitiligo. By the same token more space might have been given to the faces of the leper and the syphilitic. Apart from these few criticisms this book is warmly recommended, not only to dermatologists, but to all those concerned with the skin of the face. Springfield, Ill.: Charles C Thomas 1976 Those who teach for the Primary FFARCS must abstract from various sources the material which they present to their students. In many books available up till now there has been a conspicuous lack of information on the more mathematical aspects of physics. This volume makes good this gap by covering basic mathematical matters including trigonometry, logarithms, exponentials, elementary calculus and the negative exponential fraction. On this basis is built a series ofdiscussions of the fundamental physics of heat, the gas laws, vapours and other matters relevant to the practice of anwsthesia, including electrical concepts. At the end of each chapter the student can test the degree of his assimilation of what he has read by attempting the problems offered for solution. It is however only fair to those who might seek themselves to use this volume as a preparation for the Primary FFARCS examination to say that it goes much further into many aspects of physics than do the examiners in this subject in London or Dublin. Hepatocellular carcinoma, although fortunately comparatively uncommon in this country, is an intriguing tumour with a widely varying distribution and a high incidence in South East Asia and parts of Africa. Its relationship to cirrhosis is well known, but less fully defined is its association with aflatoxins produced by Aspergillus flavus, a common food spoilage fungus which especially involves peanut meals. The development of sensitive methods to detect alphafetoprotein, a specific carcinofetal antigen, together with angiography, liver scanning and laparoscopy, has enabled earlier diagnosis to be made and to permit possibly more effective treatment of what until recently was an almost hopeless disease.
This magnificent monograph has a Japanese physician and an American pathologist as editors. It contains contributions from Canada, England and China as well as 12 from Japan and 9 from the USA. Sections include pathogenesis, etiology, pathology, pathophysiology, clinical features, special techniques of diagnosis, and treatment by surgery and chemotherapy. The text is well written and the Asian contributions are particularly easy
